So you think you can really tumn a top? Here’s your chance to prove it

Turn on to tops this month, Before May 11, spin
yourself the best-looking, longest-turning spinner
you can create, bring it to the meeting and we'll
have a spin-off to see who really is the top-turn-

ing champ of them all.

While you're at it, how about tummg a couple
extra for our “tops for tots” program at the Ronald

THHIESmoncﬁguwayumku

McDonald House at Stanford? Over the past
year, we've donated around a hundred tops
which are eagerly seized on by the seriously ill
youngsters {and their families) during their stay

at the House.
Bring your spare tops to the meeting and we'll
see that they get to the kids. — Peter Pipe
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fairly simple approach but chal-
lenging enough 1o be intorosting
Most of my tops spin for a minute
or more, some as long as two min-
utes.  Kids scems to like the ones
decorated with a touch of f=h
pens, If you're a little more ambi-
tious, you might fry out your chat-
ter 1001 or other decorations.

For me, wp-making is a spindle-tuming
project (grain running from headstock to
tailstock) although some, notably Ron
Newcomb, do besutiful things with the
gmin rumning the other way. For best

Figure 1. Initial set-up

weight ot the edge and hollow the 1op
slightly, but see Figure 3 for more ideas.
(5) If you want decoration of the fop of the
cone, agaln, this is the moment. Do it as
soon as you have room 1o work and before

results, use wood with you weaken the support 15 you
8 dense, clear grain ) feduce down fo the stem,

(Heavier wood makes (6) Make the siem about 3/16-
& better-spinning top inch or s0 in dinmeter (i fatter
Knots are no-no’s stem 1s harder to spin, especial-
since they tend to 194 1y for little fingers). Make the
unbalunce the top.) ‘!&le parallel or slighely

The dameter of the
top should probably
not cxeceed 2 inches
for use by little pco- e

tapered (sceFgure 2). (7) Part
off the stem. (I the top of the
stem has & good clean point,
you'll be able to spin your top
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ple. Usually, I make a
couple of tops from a
single picce of wood
about 4 inches long — butl watch your
kmuckles finishing Top No. 2,

Begin with the set-up in Figure |, using
the taiistock if you feel the need in the
carly stages. (1) Rough turn your wood,
wcluding the cone, and also rough in a lt-
te way behind the cone 50 you'll have less
1o cut out after you lose the support of the
wilstock.  (2) Remove the taiistock, if
used, and finish the cone and its point.
(This is & critical step, if the cone lsn't
balanced and sbharply pointed, the top
won't work well )

(3) If you want decorstion (line or chat-
) on the underneath part of the cone,
pow 18 the time.  Hereafier, don't touch

Figure 2 The shape | -
ususay try for.
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upside down. A good point
takes a delicate touch In com-

Figure 3 Other shapes suggested
by Richard Rafan,
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pleting this stop, it will help if you rough in
the cone of the socond top to pive you a ht-

tle working space.)
Typically, I use & gouge for most steps,



